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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In the remarks filed on May 2, 2008, Applicant amended claims 1,12, 23, and 32, 
cancelled claims 6, 17, 25, and 34, and submitted arguments for allowability of pending 
claims 1-5, 7-16, 18-24, 26-33, and 35-47. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 41-47 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 1-5. 7-16. 18-24. 26-33. and 35-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. 
first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. 

The claims contains subject matter which was not described in the specification 
in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the 
inventors, at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
New or amended claims which introduce elements or limitations which are not 
supported by the as-filed disclosure violate the written description requirement. See 
MPEP§2163 l(B). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 12, in the amendment filed on April 5, 2007, 
independent claims 1 and 12, were amended to include the limitation "the modified 
region maintaining its optical characteristics following irradiation of the modified region 
during the read operation." However, the specification does not disclose that the 
modified region maintains its optical characteristics following irradiation of the modified 
region during the read operation. Therefore, the claimed limitation "the modified region 
maintaining its optical characteristics following irradiation of the modified region during 
the read operation" of amended claims 1 and 12 is not supported by the as-filed 
disclosure, and the written description requirement is violated. 

Dependent claims 2-5, 7-11, 13-16, 18-22, and 47 do not resolve the 35 U.S.C. 
1 12 first paragraph issues of independent claims 1 and 12 recited above and are 
therefore rejected as incorporating the deficiencies of a claim upon which they depends. 

Regarding claims 23 and 32, in the amendment filed on April 5, 2007, newly 
added independent claims 23 and 32 include the limitation "the modified region 
maintaining its optical characteristics following irradiation of the modified region during 
the read operation." However, the specification does not disclose that the modified 
region maintains its optical characteristics following irradiation of the modified region 
during the read operation. Therefore, the claimed limitation "the modified region 
maintaining its optical characteristics following irradiation of the modified region during 
the read operation" of newly added claims 23 and 32 is not supported by the as-filed 
disclosure, and the written description requirement is violated. 
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Dependent claims 24, 26-31, 33, and 35-40 do not resolve the 35 U.S.C. 112 

first paragraph issues of independent claims 23 and 32 recited above and are therefore 
rejected as incorporating the deficiencies of a claim upon which they depends. 

Regarding claims 41 and 44, in the amendment filed on April 5, 2007, newly 
added independent claims 41 and 44 include the limitation "the distorted region 
maintaining its optical characteristics following irradiation of the distorted region during 
the reading operation." However, the specification does not disclose that the distorted 
region maintains its optical characteristics following irradiation of the distorted region 
during the reading operation. Therefore, the claimed limitation "the distorted region 
maintaining its optical characteristics following irradiation of the distorted region during 
the reading operation" of newly added claims 41 and 44 is not supported by the as-filed 
disclosure, and the written description requirement is violated. 

Dependent claims 42, 43, 45, and 46 do not resolve the 35 U.S.C. 112 first 
paragraph issues of independent claims 41 and 44 recited above and are therefore 
rejected as incorporating the deficiencies of a claim upon which they depends. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. No statement will be made in this Office Action regarding the allowability over the 
prior art due to the 35 USC. 1 1 2 first paragraph rejections noted above. 

Citation of Relevant Prior Art 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Bakos et al. (Us PGPub Number 2003/0099186 A1) disclose systems and 
methods for inhibiting the readability of an optical media due to changes in a pseudo- 
reflective material that composes the optical media after the optical media has been 
exposed to air for a predetermined time. An optical media includes a data encoded 
component. At least a fraction of the data encoded component transforms from a 
substantially optically reflective state to a substantially optically non-reflective state as 
at-least-in-part a function of time from an initializing event. The systems and methods 
provide advantages because of low cost, limited content lifetime, avoidance of rental 
returns and minimum changes to existing manufacturing processes. 

Gaston (US Patent Number 7,124,441 B1) discloses an optically readable 
memory that is usable in connection with a finite number of user machines. Generally, 
this is achieved by providing the optically readable memory with a vanishing code, 
usable to access information stored on the memory. The vanishing code is digitally 
written on the optically readable memory and is situated physically adjacent or proximal 
to an initially translucent mask layer. The mask layer is adapted to cause the vanishing 
code to become unreadable after at least one and possibly multiple readings by a user 
machine. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaTanya Bibbins whose telephone number is (571)270- 
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1 125. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 am - 
5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571 272-7582. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/LaTanya Bibbins/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2627 

/Wayne Young/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



